
OCTOBER’S 
NEWSLETTER 
"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 

for the end of that man is peace."  - Psalm 37:37  

I am very thankful for the wise people in my life. There 
are times (many times) where I do not feel very wise, 
times where I have no idea what to do. In those times 

I’m thankful that God promises to supply wisdom to those 
who ask in faith for it, and that He gives this wisdom 

freely and gladly. I am also thankful for the example and 
help of people who are wise around me, that I can 

observe God’s wisdom working actively in their lives and 
learn from what they do, how they behave and the things 

they say. 

In my early walk as a Christian I stopped hanging around 
the many unsaved friends that I had, simply because I 

knew they weren’t the best influence I should be having 
in my life and I also knew that at that particular time I 

was not strong enough in my walk to “pull them up” so to 
speak. The more I hung around them the more I risked 

being pulled back down into a lifestyle that God was 
trying to redeem me from. Instead I decided to surround 

myself with wise people who I did not initially consider 
friends, but that I would soon learn and grow to know as 

friends. 
Wisdom, aside from a regular intake of the scriptures, is 

for me largely obtained through osmosis from other 
believers who are walking with the Lord. The more wise 

people you surround yourself with, that you make part of 

your inner circle of friends, that you rely on for advice, 
encouragement and strength, the wiser you will become.        

                                                 “He that walketh with wise men shall become 

wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” – Proverbs 13:20           

I would consider this verse to be a life defining one for me, as would I consider it a verse 
that captures the essence of discipleship. The 12 were just ordinary men who walked 
with a very wise man. I've heard a quote that said something like "More is often caught 

than it is taught." and I find this to be accurate when it comes to both wisdom and 
discipleship. 

 

Some attendees at our 25th 

Anniversary celebration last month. 

Matter of Prayer 

Please pray for me that God 

would give me wisdom, 

guidance, and passion for a small 

project I am working on. Please 

continue to pray for Challenge 

Ministries as we travel 

throughout the year to many 

different places proclaiming the 

Gospel and for upcoming 

conferences and events. Also 

pray for a trip we are planning 

for next year to the Holy Land! 

Upcoming Events 

Oct 28-30 Stay N Study                       

Myrtle Beach, SC                                   

May 5-7 Journey: A Summit on 

Manhood: Location TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



So are you absorbing things from wise sources or foolish ones? Maybe God needs to 

separate you from certain people so that you can learn to grow in wise company? I know 
that you will be better for it, and maybe those people whom you had to separate from 

will benefit as well. God will build you up in wisdom so that you will be able to "pull up" 
others as well.                                                                                                                                                       

In The Steps of Jesus                                                                                                                           

Next year, September 6-17 2017, Challenge Ministries is sponsoring a trip to Israel! 
The trip will be limited to 100 people to make sure the experience will be manageable 

and enjoyable to all who come with us. If you are interested please e-mail us and 
conform your spot! The cost will include air transportation from New York, two meals a 

day, five star hotel and motor coach to all the most important locations. We will be 
visiting Calvary, the garden tomb, the Sea of Galilee, Bethlehem, the Mount of Olives, 

Masada and many others. We will have our favorite speakers there as well: Chris Salley, 
Kenny Grant, James Ford, Donn Williams, Viji Roberts, Deen Salami, Abe Chacko, Dwight 

Knight and many more who will be teaching at the various locations. Please pray about 
the opportunity to see the Holy Land with your own eyes. It will be the trip of a lifetime.                                                                        

Thanks!                                                                                                                                                      

I really appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and would be very grateful if 

you would consider supporting me. I greatly appreciate any time that you set aside for 
me in prayer. Also there is a link at the bottom of this email if you would like to support 

me financially. Thanks! 
 

                               In Christ, 
                                        Lear Kirkland    

                                                                                                                          

"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming 

the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but 

understanding what the will of the Lord is." - Ephesians 5:15-17 

 

 

 

 


